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The African Diaspora left an indelible imprint on Caribbean countries and islands. This reference,

the only broad historical and cultural survey of the black experience in the Caribbean, celebrates the

Afro-Caribbean diversity of the countries it profiles. Each of the 15 chapters introduces a country,

island, or group of islands, providing an overview from the arrival of slaves to the current

situation.Topics include, history, economy, politics, social stratification, race relations, cultural

highlights, religion, and notable figures. Readers will discover the broad range of languages, political

systems, racial makeup, historical uniqueness, and cultural offerings that shape the Caribbean. A

chronology, glossary, and photos enhance the text.
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This work provides an excellent historical overview through present day of the development of the

Caribbean. Editor Alan West-Duran has virtually done the impossible by capturing the complexities

of the Caribbean people in an in-depth, condensed, non convoluted format that is easily digestible.

West-Duran's compilation, however, focuses on the development of a people after slavery and

moves forward from there. He has left the Caribbean of the Tainos and the Caribs for another work.

"African Caribbeans" is a worthy source of information for anyone who is curious about the evolution

of Caribbean people, and it is heuristic in that it provides the launching pad for further research for

those so inclined.
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